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Weather, What’s 
The Big Deal?
B e n  H a r t m a n

F i e l d  a n d  F a c i l i t i e s  M a n a g e r  W i c h i t a  W i n d  S u r g e
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Why Weather?
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Key Objectives
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• Preparation

• Communication

• Execution 
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Preparation

• How many days out?

• Reading models

• Reading the forecast discussion

• Extra t ips
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How Many Days Out?
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• Look at your schedule

• When do you need to begin 

• “That came out of nowhere!”    
– No, it didn’t 
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Reading Models 
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• What are models?

• Which models to use?

• How to read them? 

• Pivotal Weather

https://www.pivotalweather.com/model.php

https://www.pivotalweather.com/model.php
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Zulu Time
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METARs plot
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www.weather.gov
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What, Where, When, How Bad
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Forecast Discussion

11

Area Forecast Discussion

National Weather Service Wichita KS

606 AM CDT Fri Sep 2 2022

.SHORT TERM...(Today through Saturday 

night)

Issued at 309 AM CDT Fri Sep 2 2022

Water vapor imagery currently shows an upper impulse slowly

tracking across northeast OK with some additional energy diving

southeast across the Northern Plains. At the surface, weak 

trough

extends from northern MN into Western Nebraska with a very 

moist

airmass in place across the southern Plains.

Satellite imagery shows low clouds quickly developing across 

south

central KS and current thinking is that they will continue to

expand early this morning. There will also be a chance for some

patchy fog to accompany the low ceilings this morning, 

especially

for areas along and west of I-135. Low clouds are expected to 

burn

off by the afternoon hours.

Weak cold front is expected to push south across the

northern/central Plains today and by the late afternoon 

will

extend from southeast Nebraska into north central KS. 

Storms will

be possible along the front and any storms that develop 

will track

south. Current thinking is that with lack of capping and 

plenty of

instability, a few storms will develop along the front, 

but

confidence in widespread activity is low. This is mainly 

due to

lack of upper level support. However, any activity that 

develops

will dive south and may impact central KS, likely in the 

23z-02z

time frame.

By Sat morning, the upper impulse currently over 

northeast OK

will be approaching western portions of the 

Ohio/Tennessee Valleys

as upper ridging continues to build from the Desert 

Southwest and

across the Rockies. Even with deep northerly flow for 

Sat, temps

are still forecast to be near or even slightly above 

seasonal

normals.

https://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=Area%20Forecast%20Discussion
https://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=Water%20vapor%20imagery
https://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=impulse
https://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=trough
https://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=fog
https://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=front
https://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=front
https://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=capping
https://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=instability
https://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=front
https://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=upper%20level
https://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=likely
https://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=Sat
https://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=impulse
https://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=flow
https://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=Sat


Click to edit Master title style

1212

LONG TERM...(Sunday through Thursday)

Issued at 309 AM CDT Fri Sep 2 2022

For Sun into Mon, the piece of energy that will move into the

Ohio/Tennessee Valley will stall as a weak upper trough will

develop from this area into the Arklatex region. Meanwhile, there

is good model agreement in a small/compact upper impulse tracking

over the Northern Rockies and into the Northern Plains by Mon

afternoon. This setup is expected to keep the bulk of the precip

tied to the upper trough, well southeast of the forecast area.

Medium range models start to diverge in their solution beyond Tue.

The ECMWF and Canadian retrograde the energy to the east,

tracking it near the Ozark region for Wed into Thu. Meanwhile the

GFS keeps this feature well east of the forecast area and does not

bring it back to the west. If the ECMWF/Canadian verifies, it

would mean increased precip chances for eastern KS.

As far as temps go, will keep them a few degrees above seasonal

averages, but it doesn`t look like anything too extreme for these

extended periods.

National Weather Service

https://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=trough
https://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=impulse
https://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=trough
https://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=Medium%20range
https://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=ECMWF
https://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=GFS
https://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=ECMWF
https://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=mean
https://www.weather.gov/
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Extra Tip

13
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Communication

14

• Select who needs to know 

• How soon does communication need to 
start?

• What does this process look like? 
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Who needs to know?
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• Keep it limited

• Keep it brief

• Be ready to answer questions

• If you develop a working relationship, it 
will pay dividends 
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How soon does communication begin?
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• Think about what works for you

• Typically, will sit down with GM 
Thu/Fri before homestand and 
then sit down every morning 
during up until the event

• Get with the coaches right away 
as soon as they get in

• Send CC text and then get with 
them when they get in
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National Weather Service

17



Click to edit Master title style

18

Execution

18
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When it rains, put the tarp on, right?

19

• Who needs to be apart of the process?

• A few things folks might not know

• Tips for a successful pull
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Radar Scope
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Tips for reading the radar

21

• Pick your outline

• Use tilt to your advantage 

• “Cone of silence”
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Plan for worst case
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• Tornado action plan

• Severe weather action plan

• Warnings / Responsibilities 
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Questions?

23

bhartman@windsurge.com

@hartmanboy7

mailto:bhartman@windsurge.com
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